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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 

Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to dip 
the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
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2ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
JUNE 23, 8:30 & 10 A.M. 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet  

Asking God’s Forgiveness  
 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father, and the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God 

have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us 
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Opening Hymn “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness,” #843 

Greeting 

 

Singing God’s praise  
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GOD’S WORD 
 

Today’s Prayer 
Let us pray. O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. 
In your mercy set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from 
everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.   
 
Sit 

From the Old Testament Isaiah 65:1-9 

1I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those 
who did not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that did not 
call on my name. 2I held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people, who 
walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices; 3a people who 
provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens and offering incense 
on bricks; 4who sit inside tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who 
eat swine’s flesh, with broth of abominable things in their vessels; 5who say, 
“Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” These are 
a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long. 6See, it is written before 
me: I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay into their laps 
7their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, says the LORD; 
because they offered incense on the mountains and reviled me on the hills,  
will measure into their laps full payment for their actions. 8Thus says the 
LORD: As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, “Do not destroy it, for 
there is a blessing in it,” so I will do for my servants’ sake, and not destroy 
them all. 9I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors 
of my mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants shall settle 
there. 
 The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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From the Book of Psalms 22:19-26 

 
Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
19But you, O LORD, be not | far away; 
  O my help, hasten | to my aid. 
20Deliver me | from the sword, 
  my life from the power | of the dog. 
21Save me from the | lion’s mouth! 
  From the horns of wild bulls you have | rescued me. 
22I will declare your name | to my people; 
  in the midst of the assembly | I will praise you. Refrain 
 
23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory. 
  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- | spring of Israel. 
24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;  
   neither is the LORD’s face hid- | den from them; 
  but when they cry out, | the LORD hears them. 
25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 
26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise!  

May your hearts | live forever! Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter Galatians 3:23-29 

23Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law 
until faith would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until 
Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has 
come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are 
all children of God through faith. 27As many of you as were baptized into 



 7 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of 
you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 8:26-39 

Sing praise to God, the highest good, 
The author of creation! 
O God of love, you understood 
Our need for your salvation. 
With healing balm our souls you fill; 
All our lament with peace you still. 
To God all praise and glory! 

 
 The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 8th chapter of St. Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
26Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which 
is opposite Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had 
demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live 
in a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him 
and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son 
of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—29for Jesus had 
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it 
had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and 
shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the 
wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for 
many demons had entered him. 31They begged him not to order them to go 
back into the abyss. 
  32Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the 
demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them 
permission. 33Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, 
and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 
  34When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in 
the city and in the country. 35Then people came out to see what had 
happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the 
demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. 
And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them how the one who 
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had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37Then all the people of the 
surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they 
were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38The man 
from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but 
Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare how much 
God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city 
how much Jesus had done for him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Burce 

Stand 
 

Hymn for Today “Rise, Shine, You People!” #665 

Confessing our Faith  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 

 

Offering our Prayers 
 

After each portion of the prayers 
 

Holy Spirit, giver of life. . . 
. . . have mercy and hear us. 
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Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 

Gathering Gifts  

Stand 
 

The Gifts are Presented “Have No Fear, Little Flock,” #764 
stanzas 3 & 4 

Praise the Lord high above;  
Praise the Lord high above, 
For he stoops down to heal you, uplift and restore you; 
Praise the Lord high above! 
 

Thankful hearts raise to God;  
Thankful hearts raise to God, 
For he stays close beside you, in all things works with you; 
Thankful hearts raise to God! 

 

Let us pray.  Merciful Father  

You bring us from denial to faith, from silence to speech, from idleness to 
action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to your service, and with the 
Church through all the ages we give thanks for the saving love of God in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

Preparing our hearts 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Sit; To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside cover. 
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Communion Songs 

 

 
“One Bread, One Body” 
“In Christ There Is No East or West” 

#496 
#650 

Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

ON OUR WAY 

 

A Final Word and Promise 
 

 
 

A Song 
 
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #886, stanzas 1-3, 6 
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A Mission 
  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave  

 
Psalm 22:22:  Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching & Presiding Minister – Pastor Burce 

Assisting Minister – Ron Culter (8:30); Mike Thiel (10) 

Lector – Gabrielle Bayness (8:30); Brandon Piteo (10) 

Communion Assistants – Joe King, Alan Parrott, Kent Skurkey, Lee Vysoky 
(8:30); Melissa Hollander, James Quayle, Eileen Spicer(10) 

Acolytes – Bryce Neumann (8:30); 
Tim Hollander, Alex Rendziak (10) 

Cantors – Claire Connelly (8:30); Trudy Gustke (10) 

Organist – Connie Triplett 

Deacons – Joe Frantz, Sid Gator 

Greeters – Bob & Ann Kreps (10) 

Ushers – Craig Jernigan, Steve Swanson (8:30);  
Luke Howes, Ariana Laurie, Ken Pillivant (10) 

Altar Guild – Debbie Luekens, Allison Paton, Diane Paton 

Nursery (10) – Cathy Brewer, Noah Brewer 

Trustee – Bruce Wolf  
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  IN OUR PRAYERS 
+ The Church’s witness to our liberty in Christ 

+ People trapped and stricken by evil powers 

+ Newly married:  Keith Hemsoth and Sandra Shinn (June 15); Nathan 
Roman and Elise Leonard (June 22) 

+ All who work to keep peace, restrain evil and increase freedom 

+ The ill:  Judy Gahl, Dottie Juergens, Rod Kaska, Maria McKinney, Doug 
Mickan,       Sue Nerlinger, Rosemary Nunweiler 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 

By Carl and Linda Herhuth in honor of their 40th wedding anniversary 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

June 24—THE NATIVITY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, our Lord’s cousin and forerunner.  
 
June 25—We remember both the PRESENTATION OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION, 
1530, and its chief author, PHILIP MELANCHTHON, d. 1560. 
 
June 28—ST. IRENAEUS, d. appx. 202, an outstanding bishop and teacher of the 
early church.   

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21, Psalm 16, Galatians 5:1, 13-25, Luke 9:51-62 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine 

services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
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